Measurement of diamine oxidase activity in vaginal fluid -- an aid to diagnosis of ruptured fetal membranes.
Measurement of diamine oxidase (DAO) activity in vaginal fluid as an aid to diagnosis of premature rupture of the fetal membranes was studied. In 76 patients following artificial rupture of the membranes and in 70 patients with known intact membranes, the accuracy was 100%. One hundred and forty-nine patients were admitted to hospital with suspected ruptured membranes; using the criteria outlined in this paper, 51 had ruptured membranes and in 98 the membranes were intact. The overall accuracy was 96%.